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and Educational Centerof Wild Ones Natural Landscapers Ltd.

Abstract

Wild OnesNatural Landscapers Ltthas recently purchasedhause on 8.5 acre parcel of langh
2285 Butte des Morts Beach Road in the Town of Menashah@tiwill serve a#ts educational ceter
and national headquarter§he propertylocatedadjacent to Stroebe Marsim the west shore of Little
Lake Buttes de Mortss comprised largely affetmesic woodland.The buildingoccupies the center of
anuplandarea apmximately % of an acre in sizbat i currently managedsa conventional residential
landscape with extensive mown lawn and-mative plantings.Long-range plans include the purchase of
an adjacent 12% acrésouth of the buildinpto allow for expanded visitor parking and the creation of a
prairie and oak savanna. Immediate concezgarding the landscape of the 3.5 acre parcel is to control
invasive species, reintroduce native trees and wildflowers in the existing woodland, improve the areas
immediately around the buildingnd construca boardwalk to the marshVild Ones will realize their
vision forthelandscap of the newnational headquarters when they achievedhewing goals:

A Providebettervehicular and pedestrian access tolthiding andthegrounds.
A Create atdoor venes fororganized educational activities

A Develop @rdens anthakesiteimprovementswhich demonstrate the Wild Ones mission to
promote environmentally sound landscaping practicagpreserve biodiversity through the
preservation, restoration and establishment of native plant communities

This proposalfor the upland portion of the 3.5 acre émtdressethe functional, educational, and aesthetic
aspects of these goal$he key chaknges of th planwereto:

A Providesafe, oftstreetparking (staffand visitor, including one ADAonforming stallland drop
off accesswithout overly compromising areas for other functiansl desired features

A Provide adequate, handicappacdcessibl@ahways over the moderately steep slopes of the site.

A Develop strategies to handle and conserve stormwater that serve as educational resources and that
inspire visitors to adopt similar conservation strategies.

A Develop natural landscaping concepts that acknowledge Wild Ones conservation concerns, as
well as the urban, industrial context of the site.
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A Develop garden themes that support Wild Ones mission to preservestom native plant
communitiesand promag environmental education.

Existing Site Conditions/Recommendations
A. Parking andPedestrian Access

Three to four cars currently can park on the existing driveway and on the lawn immediately to the
south. Drivers must back out onto the streeheretraffic, althoughight to moderatemoves at fairly
high speeds. Safety concerns, as well as narrow road shoulders, prestatebparking to be a practical
long-term planning optionWild Ones hopes tpurchase the adjacent property to the southetter
accommodate the parking needs of visitors and taffitis not certain this wilbefinancially possible,
and if so, when these improvements can be magenin theeventthis happensyehicular accesslose
to the building will continue to beecessary for deliveries and parking for visitors and staff with
disabilities. Furthermore, arked cars currently occumy dominatédmportant pedestrian routes into and
out of the building, and around the grounds. This conflict will be greater if @files develops parking
and trails on the property next door.

This plan which includes offstreet parking for the same number of @angently accommodated on site,
proposes relocating and reconfigurithg parkingarea taallow for thefollowing improvemants:

A A defined dropoff /information point better serves visitors.
A A school bus can park off the street, although a dedicated stall is not provided.
A Aturn-out eliminates the need for drivers to back out onto the street.

A A parking stal] conformingto design standards established by the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA), serves those who need to park near the front door.

A An entry garden, created in the areas currently dominated by parked vehicles, introduces visitors
to the Wild Ones mission andggrams.

The existing front dooand porchwill remain the primary staff and visitor entrance to dlding and
the garage will be converted to staff and meeting areas. This plan inchadiesprovements to the
porch to make the building universally assiblewider stepsallowing two people to walk side by side
and a handicap ramgRroposed pathways from thewparking area to the front door arehrbasement
entrance conform tdesignstandards established by thBA. Design and layout of the padttong the
south side of the building the lower level and wetland boardwé&diow guidelines for recreational
trails recommended by the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) and
Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (UFAS).
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Harris, Charles W. and Nicholas T. Dinggme Saver Standards for Landscape Architecture: Design and
Construction DataNew York: McGrawHill Publishing Company, 1998 {2ed.). See Section 240,
Outdoor Accessibility.

U.S. Department of JusticdDA Standards for Accessible Desigavised July 1, 1994). Available on
line: http://www.ada.gov/stdspdf.htm

B. Stormwater

The location of the new Wild Ones property within a landscape of waterways and wetlands transformed
by modern urban and industrial development, affords a special opportunity to educate the public about
managing and conserving stormwatBecause the percolation rates of the soils on site are slow to very
slow (soil in the upland portions of the propeatg classified as Winneconne clay loam), soil in

infiltration areas (rain gardens) should be amended with liberal amounts of compost or replaced with
engineered soilThis plan inclués several additional conservation meastoeseate a more robust

sysem to filter sediment, process pollutants, disperse and slow surface flows, and infiltrate stormwater
than relying orvegetated infiltration basirelone. These dditional features includein barrels, filter
strips(vegetated slopesind level spreadefshallow, stondilled trenches, which spread out sheet

flows). This variety of conservation devicakso allows for a moreomprehensive demonstration of
managing he st or mwater chain, as rain runs ohdf t he
flows across the site to the marsh and lake.

References:

City of Portland OR] Bureau of Environmental Servicestormwater Management Manu@duly 1,
1999;revised 2003t Available on linehttp://www.portlandonline.com.

Dunnett, Nigel and Andy Clayh. Rain Gardens, Managing water sustainably in the garden and
designed landscap®ortland, OR: Timber Press, 2007.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agenc$tate of Minnesota Stormwater Man@slbvember 2005).
Available on linehttp://www.pca.state.mn.us/vatstormwater/stormwatenanual.html

C. Historical Vegetation, Environmental Factors and the Proposed Planting Scheme

Originaltownshipsurveys othe area, conducted January 1833escribe a varied landscape of

marsh upland and lowland forestand savanna (bur oak opening3yee peciesypicalof Wi sconsi nds

Tension Zonethe transitioal area betweethestatd s s out her n amwméremoted.t her n
Included weravhite and black ash, bur and white oaks, hickory, elm, sugar maple, loakswowood,
white pine, and asperThe original upland forest on the Wild Ones property has been destroyed, but
much of the lowland forest remainblativetrees and forbswventoried inthe surroundingiparian
woodlandand marshin 2003include svampwhite oak northern red oak, slippery elm, box elder, red
maple, black and white ash, cottonwood, red mulberry, hawthorn, servicdaggeflowering trillium,
nodding trillium, Jackin-the-pulpit, bloodroot, wood fern, widend narrowleaved cattailywater arum,
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arrowhead, sofstem bulrush, spike rushluejoint grassburrreed, marsh boltonia, blue flag irdsd
New England aster

A plant community approach was taken in creating the planting scheme in this prodtdsalgh a

number of factorinformed choiced availability in the trade, wildlife value, suitability to site conditions,

and aesthetic factors (plant structure, texture and éolte predominatespecies, which characterized
the forests and savannas originally prevalent in the emeatitute the basis of the plan. This proposal
represents an attempt to balance restoration with garden dakiagnthesis of art and ecology.
Intended management of the property will promote natural development and regeneration ahglants
building ofsoil. Pruning,removal of plants and other interventiarelimited to practical

considerations (such as clearance of pathways) and preservation of species diversity during the process of

succession.

Planting layouts also mitigate several unfavoeavironmental conditions. A thick hedgerow of

evergreen and deciduous trees, shrubs and grasses along the west property line buffers the front entrance
from cold winter winds, hot latafternoon summer sun, traffic noise from nearby U.S. Highway 41, and
unattractive views. A grove of trees near the southeast corner of the house shades the sunroom and deck.

Referencs

Wisconsin Public Land Survey Recor@siginal Field Notes and Plat MapgCompiled by the U.S.
General Land Office, 1832866, and trarisrred tothe Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public
Lands Made available on line kthe Wisconsin Board of Commissioners of Public Laindsooperation
with the University of WisconsiMadison General Library System:
http.://digicoll.library.wisc.ediBurveyNotes.

State Herbaria:

Robert W. Freckmann Herbarium, University of WiscofStavens Pointittp://wisplants.wsp.edu
Wisflora: Wisconsin Vascular Plant Species, Wisconsin State Herbarium, University of Wisconsin
Madison:http://botany.wisc.edu/wisfloralnformation on plant characteristics, habitats and natural
distribution. Freckmann Herbarium also provides information on ethoianical uses

Features of the Plan
A. Parking Area andDrientation Garden

A parking area fofour vehicles, including one stall dedicated to handicapped use, provides-affdrop
area for people arriving by car or bas well adimited, off-street parking for staff and visitorsAn
entrance garden serves as an orientation area for organizedescéimiintroduces visitors to the
educationcentérs gr ounds, mi ssion and programs.

Landscape Features:

A The | ayout and design of the handicapped
front door conform to the standards established byAtiericans with Disabilities Act.
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A The parking area is composed of permeable crushed (@oaeelpave2 geotextile filled with
3/ 1606 clear, crushed st one .oAnadjaceantraih@gaddenmdl ear b a
vegetated filter striprocesses excess stormwater runoff.

A Paving and benches are inscribed with inspirational quotations by leadleesmodern
conservatioomovementnd the Wild Onesrganizationincluding
filf suburbia were landscaped with meadows, prairies, thickétsests, or a
combination of these, then the water would sparkle, fish would be good to eat again, birds
would sing and human spirits would soar. o L

A Massed plantings mitigate winter winds, traffic noise, and views of commercial buildings.
Selective, framed views othe surrounding industrial landscape provide an important context for
theWild Ones educational mission of promoting ecologically informed site development and
management of natural resources.

A An information kiosk, text panels anableled plantings introduce visitors to the ecology of the
site and the human history of the use and management of natural resources in the region

Educational Themes

A 1) Uses of indigenous Wisconsin plants by Native Americart8c&fitury EureAmerican
settlers, and modertay residents, 2onversion of timberland and grassland to agriculture and
urban development, 3) changesater quality andocal hydrologydue tothe destruction of
wetlandsandriparian habitatsand 4)moden demand®n localwatersupplies fodrinking,
manufacturingand recreation.

A Rain barrelsrain gardenshabitat plantings, and green landscaping methodsere water,
sails, nativevegetation and wildlife.

A Creating gardens that engage the senstyrege ecological processes, and connect people to the
natural world.

B. Habitat Garden

This meadowand hedgerow landscape is attractiveviidlife, as well agpeople Thegarden
demonstrates ways tweate healthy habitats fbirds, mammals, insects and reptéegeund ar homes
and work places This areawill serve as an entry point froafuture parkingareain the event that the
Wild Ones acquirethe property next door

Landscape Features:

A Trees, shrubs, grassesdwildflowersd as well as structural elements, such as boulders, rock
and brush piles, rotting logs and feeding statiopsovidewildlife with food and shelter. A
diversity of food sources are provided, includimectr, seed, fruit, leaveswigs, and insets.
Plants with dense, evergreen foliagyed twiggy orthorny branchesffer nesting habitats and
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protection from predatorsBird baths or shallow pools, amémp, sandy patche$ ground
providedrinking placs.

A A garden structuraith agreen roof preides shaded seatinigicludes a text panel discussing the
features of the gardeand serve as an entry point from a planned parking area on the adjacent

property.

A Rain barrels capture stormwater frone roof of thehouse for use ithegarden. Overflows are
directed into the meadow.

A The layout and design of the trtol thewoodland/ marsboardwalk and Discovery Garden in the
lower rear areas of the propefollows recommendations for handicapgattessible recreational
trails asoutlinedin the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines and the Uniform
Federal Accessibility Standarésee discussiom Time Saver Standards for Landscape
Architecture(2" ed.), Charles W. es and Nicholas T. Dines, ed.). Path specificatibnthe
maximumsteepness of slope and cross slsipa be adrop of 1 vertical foot irevery20
horizontal feet (5%)2) the pathshallhave aminimum cleawidth of 4-5 feet,3) the surface the
path shall be compacted fine, crushed stand4) handrails shallbe installed to allow visitors
to rest along théength of thesloping portion of thérail.

C. DiscoveryGarden

This gardenlocatedon the lower level adjacent to the basementdatory, serves as an outdoor venue

for organizedactivities and includes features intendedean gage chi l drendés curi osi t
through outdoor playincluded arel) a reading circle, 2) a rainwatkad pool harboring frogs and

insects, 3) a vineovered teepee made of tree branches, 4) a garden pl&) asdnd pitwhere children

canrelease water from rain barrels for a diversitylof and weplay options. The adjacent woodland

marsh and Habitat Gard@novide additionaplacesfor discoveryand learning

Landscape Features:

A Rainwateffed pool: Storm water from the roof of the house flows down a rain chain to a garden
pool planted with aquatic and wetland specidgg r a v e | pérrbite chitierio explore the
pool without tramplingsurroundingplantings. Over flows are idictedaway frompathwaysand
activity areaghrough a drain and underground tile teegetated filter strigdjacent to the edge
of the woods.

A A garden plot, raised to a convenie@d18 h e i g ht placgfor avariety efs a
horticultural projects Adjacent rain barrels and compost bins support these activities.

A Sand pit Children are encouraged to use their imagination and creativity in this dry and wet play
area. Water released from a bank of rain barrels runs through a series of dnsmtieéssand

pit.

Terraforma LLC T Terry Marvel, Principal and Landscape Designer
Landscape Proposal for Wild Ones National Headquarters and Education Center
May 1, 2008



A Ateepee, logs and boulders provide placgsayhideand sit. Children are encouragedise
tree branches and other natural elements on the simsruct play structures and animal
shelters

A Simple, lightweight benchesanbe easily moved around to accommodataling anch variety
of otheractivities

A Pavingongr ade wood decking, and fi neMdwos cluaewn)ur f
provide practical surfaces farvariety of outdooactivities. The lawn may mown ipathway
and activity areas, but is left unmown where a closely cropped surface is not needed for
functional reasons.

D. Woodland Garden

This restored woodland edge features trees, shrubs and wildflowers charactengkndfhardwood
forests located iWWi s ¢ osrbielogitadly rich Tension Zone. These plantings complement the wet
mesic species in the existing, adjacent riparian woodland.

Landscape Features:

A A rain garderprocesses runoff from the parking area, as agbktorm and sump water from the
building. A level spreadér a shallow cobbldilled trenctd evenly disperses overflows from the
rain garden into the wet woodlané check danslows surges of sump water pumped from the
buil di ngds basdemdddcorative dry stream bed diracts gaa water from the
roof of the house to the rain garden. The strearmbrinizeserosionof the steep slope and
serves as an interesting visual elementdhaivs attention to the flow of storm water across the
site.

A A board walk provides handicapped access from the parking lot across the rain garden to the
Discovery Gardeand boardwalk to Stroebe Marsh the lower level. A text paneh the
boardwalkdiscusses the design, layout and planting of the rain gdtdeealationship tahe
hydrology of the area, amdeasuresisitorscan take to conserve stormwaatihome and work.
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